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IDEAS FOR

The Adventurer

A day on the beach? Are you kidding? Ascend
awall ofice, or scuba dive amid
the eels and crabs helow the Pacific waves.

Easter Island

Ak, Rape Nud

x. It's arguably the most re-

mate vacation spot on Earth,
about 26 hours door-to-door start-
ing from JFK and flying on LAN,
the only airline that flies there.

| After a shower and a long nap at

-

| Explora’s new boutique lodge (a

three-night all-inclusive trip starts
at $1,794 per person; 866-750-
6695 or explora.com), coordinate
with the staff an itinerary based on
your level of bravery. Go spelunking
in the vast cave system, hike to the
quarry where the giant Moai were
carved, then walk the length of the

Legrn to ice-climb fert mintetes from Chadhee City.
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| island, examining the hundreds

of moneliths scattered about, Tm-
mortalize your trip with one final
stunt: Get inked with a $40 bird-
man petroghph ieon at the Moko-
mae Tattoos shack in the dusty little
town of Hanga Roa.

Parc National
des Volcans

Ruranda

The getting there is tough—a & a.m.
wake-up call followed by at least
two hours hiking through bamboo
forests escorted by gun-wielding
guards and sharp-eyed trackers.
The payoff? Rare mountain goril-
las. Fewer than 800 remain in the
wild, and about half of them are
in Rwanda. Follow one of seven

gorilla families (the largest has up |

to 35 members) in a hike stretch-
ing into five hours—each way.
Fecover nicely at the upscale new
Sabyinyo Silverback Lodge (from
S570 for two; 254-20-273-4000 or
governorscemp.eom) located just
twa miles from the park, Eight spa-
cious cottages have terra-cotta roofs,
African artwork and large verandas
for past-trek voleano wetching.

Napier

Newr Zealamnd

MNovember to February is

prime diving season on the
Pania Reef, just off the Morth Island
town of Napier, Oversize conger eels
and secretive blee butterfish can be
spied poking out of the kelp forest,
while plump erayfish and mussels
often get scooped up and cooked
over bonfives lit by Maori long-
hoarders at Tutaekuri River mouth,
The guys at AdventureDive {f4-
54-35-148 or adventuredive.conz)
provide the best views underwater.
For a great spot on dry land, request
the wraparound balcony at Mon
Lopis (roomsa from $80; 64-683-52-
125 or babs,co.nz/monlogis), which
faces the Pacific Ocean.

Beaver Creek
Colorado

a See how the better half ski, At

arguably the country's ritzi-
est ski resort—RBeaver Creek—the
Waorld Cup downhill competition
from Movember 20 to December &

| signals some unusnal bargains for

thoze who stay at its deluxe Inn at
Beaver Creek {300-859-824.2 or
beavercreek.com}, First, its free

to attend the races and transpor- |

tation is provided. What's more,
%370 gets you three nights at the
inn and lift tickets—a deal in effect
from November 24 to December
18, Watch, ski, and use the savings

to warm up Bode style at Loaded
Joes (970-748-1480 or loadedjoes
.com) bar in neighboring Avon, re-
cently connected to Beaver Creek

by a epeedy gondola.
Rio Grande do Sul

Brazil

Ride on horseback through the hills
and beaches of Rio Grande do Sul
with Campofora expeditions (from
$250 a dav; 55-54-32-TH14-54 or
campofora.combr), Camp under
the stars, or arrange a stay at a
ranch, where trained cowboys do
all the dirty work, like grilling the
steaks churrasco style under the
Southern Cross. City slickers should
steel themselves for an authentic,
roughing it adventure; these are
real ranches—not day spas with
horses—and ganchos don't coddle

| the squeanish.

Québec City

Plinyy with grooity

Dig in your ice ax to ascend a frozen
waterfall ten minutes from down-
town Québec City, No need to in-
vest in pricey technical hardware:
Your instructor provides an ax,
boots, and crampons—but do re-
member to bring ski gear and long
underwear. Leave your vertigo at
home o don't sign up for a vaca-
tion scaling & slippery face of ice.
It’s slow going, frequently chilly,
and you must be in shape. Some
rock-climbing experience is help-
ful, bt yon need not be a trained
mountaineer for this white-knuckla
course (H100 per person, $18-6G47-
4422 or rocgyms.com ). Look down
condescendingly at the snowshoers
{ecowards!) 200 feet below, After
you're untethered from the safety
lines, drive to Québec City's Au-
berge Saint-Antoine (from $163;
418-692-2211 or saint-antoine
o) to dowmlcad your photos and
regt up for the next day’s ascent,

Bandhavgarh anﬂ Pench
Hm%:ral Parks

India

Tip a little extra and maybe use
some of that New York chutzpa to
eonvines the safart muide to take vou
off-road, atop an elephant, Or have
a peaceful (albeit rifleless) stroll
through the tiger preserve. When
grou get back in one piece—you
will—take along soak in the big tub
in your suite at one of two recently
opened Taj-CC Africa lodges (rates,
with safiri, start at 8767 per person;
no telephone; tajsafaris.com),
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Foodies
for Ligurian honey, fresh
snake blood, Canadian smoked

meat, and other strange delicacies.

Great Barrington

Mussachusetts

Tuck a napkin into your

shirt for countryside deli-
cionsness in the Berkshires town
of Great Barrington. The sushi that
Bizen chef Michael Marcus serves
comes from the same supplier as
Nobu, and just-opened Allium
serves locally raised rib eve ($32),
The Sunday brunch at Xicoh stars
glow-cooked pork with gnacamole,
grilled scallions, and cactus leaf
(%15). Push vour limits with & scoop
of Dirty Chocolate ice cream (§4)
at Soco Creamery before a night-
cap of port at the pricey but warth
it Wheatleigh Hotel {from $650;
wheatleigh.com or 413-637-0510).

Montreal

Order for Pick-up

it ] | To experience what a Wew

York delicatessen was like in
its heyday (its fare plentiful, cheap,
and eured in-store), head to Mon-
treal’s temples of meat—Schwartzs,
Lesters, Abies, and Snowdon, With
small menus, Montreal's deliz focus
on one thing with religious zeal:
smoked mest, the smoky, pepper-
flecked love child of pastrami and
corned beef. Order medinm-fat

Monitreals Schwartzz
deli nogh.

smoked-meat sandwiches, double-
fried fries, a Cotts black-cherry
soda, and a mustard-soaked stick
of karnatzel (thin salami). Then
pick up a dozen hand-twisted
bagels from St-Viateur Bagel
Bakery. Take Rolaids at the Ritz
(from $175 per night; 514-843-
4212 or ritemontreal.com].

Chapel Hill

North Carolina

The town's budget-minded students
and surfeit of profs require high-
achieving southern food, The two
camps converge on Franklin Street,
where 88 crab-and-comn cheese pies
from Crook’s Corner (crockseorner.
com) and 56 duck congee with
cracklings from Lantern (lanternres-
taurant.eom) ave supplied by organic
farmers and Slow Food purveyors in
the surrounding Piedmonts, Start
your morning with a country break-
fast at Fickle Creek Farm (rooms
from S100; §15-965-8546 or home.
mebtelnet/~feldecresk).

Kangaroo Island

Australia

South Australin’s 100-mile-

long Kangaroo Island, cie-
cled with dogens of pristine heaches,
chums out deliciously light honey
from what is claimed to be the worlds
purest strain of Ligurian bees, rave
Australian marrons (giant fresh-
water crayfish), tangy sheeps-milk
yogurt, and remarkably delicions

| free-range chickens. Early next year, |

base yourself at the new glassy, mod-
ern Southern Ocean Lodge overlook-
ing Hanscn Bay (5900, all-inclusive;
opens March 2008; 500-441-6880

or southernoceanlodge.com.an) and
nibble your way across the island.
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| of modern French cuisine), or stallc

Lyon

Framce

With its high proportion of starred
Michelin chefs, Lyon—not Paris—is
France’s capital of fine dining, Just
witness Parisians swooping into the
outdoor markets—more than 40 in
all—to stock up on fishy gquenclles
and porky boudins aux noisettes.
Graze the traditional small restan-
rants called bouckons, and book
a midweek table at one of the res-
taurants of Paul Bocuse’s quartet,
L'0Ouest, Le Mord, Le Sud, and I'Est
[each representing a different region

the star himself during his regular
Sunday rounds at Les Halles de Lyon,
Stay at thevalue-priced Bellecour sur
Conr (rooms from §100; 33-06-155-
4546 or belleconrsuroonr.eom), and
save your splunging for edibles,

Taipei

Taiwan

crustacean encased in sticky po-
tate and topped with chile egg.
Also delicions: crab vermieelli,
stewed beef noodles, and crispy
salt-and-pepper tripe. Snacks
cost §1 to $2. Extreme eaters can
try freshly killed cobra. Stay at the
Grand Hyvatt Taipei (from $209;
886-22-T20-1234 or taipei.grand.
hyatt.com).
Sofia

Bulgaria

¢ Make reservations a day in

| advance, and follow the haze
of tobacco smoke into Pod Lip-
ite {359-2-866-5053), a tavern
where animal zking, musical in-
struments, and farm equipment
dangle from the rafters. Gather
at one of the long wooden tables
to devour braised lamb’s head
(85} and stewed boar ($6), Wazsh
it down with Mavrud wine (8 a
bottle}, a spicy red from the Thra-

| cian Valley, and sleep it off in the

Order ovster omelettes from a
vendor in the circuslike Huashi
Street Snake Alley Night Market
and you'll get a fresh-shucked |

Sitake Alley Night Market in Taipel.

bright Sunflower Room at the
new Hotel Les Flears (from $156
per night; 359-2-810-0800 or [es-
fleurshotel.com).
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