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Finnish Flight Attendants Go Bollywood for India’s
Republic Day FOLLOW THIS BLOG M Twitter EJ RSS
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The passengers had all boarded Finnair Flight AY201 from Helsinki to New Delhi
ondJan. 17, when two dozen beaming flight attendants dressed in Indian attire sketchup.google.com
came dancing through the aisles to “Deewangi Deewangi” from the Bellywood
mesza-blockbuster “Om Shanti Om.”
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The well-rehearsed and chorepgraphed routine was in commemoration of India’s
6ard Republic Day, said Helena Kaartinen, the flight attendant whe came up with
the idea. “It was a good way teo show respect,” she said, and to show Finnair’s Indian
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passengers “that we do know some things about them.” India Ink on Twitter

S ] ; _— ) VIKAS BAJAJ & =
}ITr-. Kaartinen, \.‘-hﬁ has u.ﬁrked. for anai.r for ﬁ.le past 32 years, pla.nned the dance US econ improves a bit RT @crampell:
with a former flight attendant in Mumbai, Manish Gawde, who alse is a Bellywood | Q4 GDP at 2.8% annualized, compared -
instructor. “We thought that we Finns all would work together for the Indian to 1.8% previous quarter. that's still not B
passengers to show them that we really care,” she said, by using Bollywood to bond. great though. sbout.an hiour.ago
In December, Ms. Kaartinen recruited fellow crew members, and the group VIKAS BAJA -
rehearsed twice a week at a flight academy near Helsinki Airport. She uploaded ¢ | RT @HariNYT: Unique Identification R
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They chose “Deewangi Deewangi” because the chorus (*All hot girls put your hands NEW YORK TIMES INDLA o
up and say; Om Shanti Om, All cool boys come on make some noise and say Om 9 P“rli?‘agigkﬂf&ht‘;lﬂﬁff;gﬁﬂd”mam RT
Shanti Om™) was easy for Finns to understand as it was English. When the song ;?&E.E.c ‘i' aal ?—,P‘I:"\EE‘-?T\ R b s -

ended, the entire cabin burst inte applause.




Finns “are very open-minded when we are friends with someone,” Ms. Kaartinen Special Series

said. i
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