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ophisticated citv tha sparkles

against a backdrop of snowyv

topped mountains. Action-

packed days of skiing, hiking.

or shopping. Easv nights under
the siars, Hotels and resorts vou'll want o
call home., Warm s, French baguettes,
and a whole lot of Mother Nawre. Decide
on a honeymaoon in Canada. and vou get
the best of all worlds. Here's an inside
look a1 one of Canada’s popular honey-
moon destinations,

Quebec City

A honeymoon in the city of Quebec is
like being in France—only bewer. There's
no jet lag (because there are no major
time changes), and iUs amazingly aflord-
able. Beuer vet, because there are two dis-
tinct cities within Quebec, visiting there is
like geuting o honevimoons for the §

of one. The historic section, Vieux
Quebec, lies within an old fortificauon
wall and is surrounded by the modern,
wrban Quebee. This section, in fact. has
been designated as a World Heritage Site.
Vieux Quebec hugs the shorefine of the
Si. Lawrence River and is divided into
Upper Town, poised atop a clifi (and
dominated by the spires and wrrets of
the Chatean Frontenac Hotel), and
Lower Town, the site of Samuel de
Champlain’s original seulement.
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For The Bride




ON THE ROAD

hen you've had enough of the dty and long
W for wide-open spaces, explore the country-

side along the North or South Shores of the
St. Lawrence River, where quaint villages, pichresque
farms, and small auberges (inns) recall the early days of
New France. Just 20-minutes away is lle d’Orleans,
which remains a peaceful, slow-paced world apart from
the bustling city. Touring the island and its charming his-
toric villages is an easy drive, since the circumference is
a mere 40 miles. While here, take in a romantic hmch at
Le Moulin de Saint.Laurent for its exceptional regional
cuisine. Be sure to try the wild game terrine and chicken
Tiver pate 10 start. Then dine on a delicious veal stew
with filo pastry and mushrooms.

Along the way (about 15 minutes from Quebec
City) is the spectacular Montmorency Falls. The center-
piece of a park, the huge stunning waterfall cascades
272 feet downward {one and a half times as high as
Niagara Falls). During the winter, the waterfall freezes
into a giant cone of ice. The site also affords romantic
lookout points and a picnic area.

No matter what time of year, take in a visit to
Mont-Ste-Anne Park, which is dominated by a 2,§98-foot
high mountain carved with trails. Wellkknown within the
ski community as an international ski centey, itisalsoa
prime spot for golf, mountain biking, hiking and horse-
back riding. Don’t miss taking a cable car to the suwmmit
for a breathtaking view of the St. Lawrence River and
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coastline.

Yes, French culture is evervwhere.
Brush up on vour high school French (or
just learn to say bonjeur with a smile),
because more than 95 percent of the resi-
dents are French-speaking. Expect
restaurants, shops, churches, theaters,
and your everyday encounters with locals
10 have a French flair.

Plan to splurge on a romantic caleche
(horse and buggy) ride along the quaint
cobbled streeis of the old city. Snuggle
together as vou clipclop past historic town
houses, ancient churches, and wonderful
shops tucked into staielv old buildings.

For geuting around this mountin-
ous city, hop aboard the funicular. It
makes round-trips up and down the steep
cliff separating the lower and upper lev-
els of the city. If you're feeling athletic,
vou can take the stairs.

In the Quartier Petit Champlain
vou'll find a shopper’s paradise—bou-
tiques are brimming with everything
from trinkets 10 precious jewels 1o Inuit
art to European designer fashions.
Looking to furnish your new home?
Head for the rue Saint-Paul, the center of
Quebec’s premier antique stores.

If you're lucky enough 10 be honey-
mooning during August, participate in
the Fetes de la Nouvelle-France (New
France Festival) and don a 17th-century
costume to parade through the city’s nar-
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row streets. And if you don't have a cos-
tume, you're still welcome to join in the
fun and festiviges. This annual celebration
honors those who first setled the Quebec
environs.

Where to eat

Al the casual Le Cochon Dingue you'll find
a menu of such favorites including crois-
sants, baguettes and unfussy food that's
easy on the palate. Or for a more formal
night, dine at the new Le Graffit, for its
excellent menu and presentation.

Where to stay

Why not try Chateau Frontenac (800-141-
1414)? With it imposing castle-like archi-
tecture and prime location overlooking
the river, this historic hotel is a must. The
hotel offers a variety of affordable pack-
ages, including several honeymoon deals
that will pamper you with such romantic
perks as chocolates and bubbly while still
managing 1o give your budget a break.
For those who want the Lower Town, opt
for a stay at Auberge Saint-Antoine (418-
692-2211). This former warehouse has
been wansformed into a charming, well-
run inn along the waterfront. Each room
is different—though ail have private
baths—and some are bigger than others.
Be sure to ask for a room in the main
house. w

FAST FACTS

Getting There: Air Canada has regularly
scheduled flights into Montreal with con-
necting service into Quebec City.

Entry Requiremants: U.S. citizens must
carry proof of citizenship, such as a valid
passport or driver’s license.
Climate/Dress: In Quebec City, dress
depends first on the weather, and second,
your own mood. Winter requires good
snow boots, warm gloves, and hats, while
cool evenings of summer call for sweaters
and light jackets. Dressing in layers and
wearing comfortable shoes are good ideas
in any season. Formal dress suits for the
higher-priced hotels, but the general style
in this city is casual elegance.




